
Quotes My (team’s) name .................................

1. “The really sexy job in the 2010s is to be a [s t a t i s t i c i a n ].” – Hal

Varian, chief economist, Google, 2008. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4FQsYTbLoI

2. “When the Okies left Oklahoma and moved to California, they raised the

[a v e r a g e] intelligence level in both states.” – Will Rogers (1879-1935)

3. “To understand God’s thoughts we must study [s t a t i s t i c s], for these

are the measure of His purpose.” – Florence Nightingale (1820-1910)

4. “Politicians use statistics in the same way that a drunk uses lamp-posts –

for support rather than [i l l u m i n a t i o n].” – Andrew Lang (1844 -

1912) Scots poet, novelist, literary critic, contributor to anthropology

5. “There are 3 types of statistician: those who can [c o u n t], and those who

can’t.” – Anon.

6. “Tout le monde y (la loi des [e r r e u r s]) croit cependant, me disait un jour

M. Lippmann, car les expérimentateurs s’imaginent que c’est un théorème

de mathématiques, et les mathématiciens que c’est un fait expérimental.”

“Everyone believes in it (the law of [e r r o r s]) however, said Monsieur

Lippmann to me one day, for the experimenters fancy that it is a theorem

in mathematics and the mathematicians that it is an experimental fact.” –

H. Poincaré, Calcul des Probabilités, (2nd Ed., 1912), p. 171

7. “To consult the statistician after an experiment is finished is often merely

to ask him to conduct a [p o s t m o r t e m] examination. He can perhaps

say what the experiment died of.” – R.A. Fisher (1890-1962)

8. “Not everything that [c o u n t s] can be [c o u n t e d], and not everything

that can be [c o u n t e d ] [c o u n t s].” – Albert Einstein1

9. “The ‘one chance in a million’ will undoubtedly occur, with no less and no

more than its appropriate frequency, however surprised we may be that it

should occur to us.” – [ R. A. F i s h e r] ‘The Design of Experiments’

(1935)

10. If your result needs a [s t a t i s t i c i a n] then you should design a better

experiment. – Ernest Rutherford (1871-1937)

11. “Prediction is very difficult, especially if it’s about the [f u t u r e].” – Niels

Bohr (1885-1962)

/..
1http://quoteinvestigator.com

1



12. “It is difficult to understand why statisticians commonly limit their inquiries

to [A v e r a g e s], and do not revel in more comprehensive views. Their

souls seem as dull to the charm of variety as that of the native of one of

our flat English counties, whose retrospect of Switzerland was that, if its

mountains could be thrown into its lakes, two nuisances would be got rid of

at once.” – F. Galton, Natural Inheritance, 1889

13. “[S m o k i n g] is one of the leading causes of statistics.” – Fletcher Knebel.

14. “Essentially, all models are wrong, but some are [u s e f u l].” – Box GEP,

Draper NR (1987). Empirical Model-Building & Response Surfaces, p.

424

15. “Above all else show the [d a t a].” – Edward R. Tufte, The Visual

Display of Quantitative Information

16. “When you have eliminated all which is impossible, then whatever remains,

however improbable, must be the truth.” – Arthur Conan Doyle, ‘The

Case-Book of [S h e r l o c k H o l m e s]’

17. ‘Damned Liars and Expert [W i t n e s s e s]’ – Paul Meier, JASA, Vol.

81, No. 394. (1986), pp. 269-276.2

18. “Bayesian statisticians do not stick closely enough to the pattern laid down

by Bayes himself: if they would only do as he did and publish

[p o s t h u m o u s l y] we should all be saved a lot of trouble.” – attributed to

(frequentist) Maurice Kendall (1907-1983) in Sharon Bertsch McGrayne’s 2011 book, ‘The Theory That Would Not Die: How

Bayes’ Rule Cracked the Enigma Code, Hunted Down Russian Submarines, and Emerged Triumphant from Two Centuries of

Controversy;’ McGrayne also recounts how, when asked how to should encourage Bayesian theory, (Bayesian) Dennis Lindley

(1923-2013) replied “Attend funerals”

19. “The Deviates of the Children are to those of their Mid-Parents as 2 to

3. When Mid-Parents are taller than mediocrity, their Children tend to

be shorter than they; when Mid-Parents are shorter than mediocrity, their

Children tend to be taller than they.” Francis Galton (1886),

‘[R e g r e s s i o n] Towards Mediocrity in Hereditary Stature,’ Journal of

the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain & Ireland, 15, 246-263

20. “Far better an [a p p r o x i m a t e] answer to the right question, which is

often vague, than the exact answer to the wrong question, which can always

be made precise.” – John Tukey (1915-2000)

See also:
..... Lies, Damned Lies and Statistics: http://www.york.ac.uk/depts/maths/histstat/lies.htm

..... http://www-users.york.ac.uk/∼pml1/bayes/cartoons/ jh 2014.02.11

2Title of article. Cf. newer item, entitled ‘Statistician as expert [w i t n e s s]’ in Encyclopedia of Biostatistics.
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